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You might be going through a lot 
right now, and things may feel really 
confusing. It’s normal to have many 

questions and different feelings 
about what’s going on. 

This book is here to help you fgure 
some of that out. These things 

happen to other young people, too. 

In this book you’ll fnd some information about: 
˜ What could happen next 

˜ People you might see or talk to 
˜ Ways to manage your feelings 

You can keep this book. 
Read it, write in it, ask questions, 

whatever. Hopefully it helps. 
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This is Maggie’s story. 

Something happened in her life and she 
had to go to court to testify in a criminal 

case. In this story, Maggie shares her 
experiences with other Native young 

people and they discuss what it’s like to 
be a victim or witness in a criminal case. 

She also talks about the importance of 
learning about one’s feelings, asking for help, 
and what young people can do to feel better.     

Some of Maggie’s experiences might be 
different from what you’re going through. 

Maggie might not look like you, she might not 
come from the same tribe as you, and she 
might live somewhere different than you. 

But some of Maggie’s experiences and 
feelings might be similar to yours.   

We hope this book can help you better 
understand what’s going on and remind 

you that you are not alone. 
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Deep within a major  
metropolis in the  
Midwestern U.S... 

Hey,  
y’aLl! 

Big-city-
girl, Maggie  

Mercury here  
with my latest  
episode of  
“Mercury  
Rising!” 

…I’m  
talking about  

a subject that’s  
sensitive and  

closer to home.  
Something that  
happened to  

me.  

For new  
viewers, this is  
my weekly video  
blog about all  

things Native youth  
– life, culture,  
comics, and  

more! 

For my  
regular  

viewers, you’ll  
see that this  

week’s episode is  
going to be a bit  

different… 

It’s  
not going  
to be easy  

to share, but  
hopefully it can  
help some of  
you out there  
who have had  
to deal with  

a similar  
situation. 
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As y’all  
know, I’m a Native  
teen living in the  

‘big city.’  
Before  

I started my  
‘Maggie Mercury’  
channel I actually
had a blog about
food, if you can  

believe it! 

It was  
called ‘Rez-

ipes: Amazingly  
Delicious Foods  
from Reservation  

Commods.’   
  

“I started it to celebrate our  
family traditions and culture.  

Whenever my grandmother  
came to visit, I would record  

us cooking together.” 

“She is amazing in the  
kitchen, combining  
the commodities  

she receives on the  
reservation with fresh  

local ingredients!” 

It’s great  
how food can  
create stories  
and traditions  
that can last  
a lifetime. 

The blog is  
still online if  

anyone wants to  
see it. I’ll post  
the link in the  

comments. 

The link  
has more of  
my backstory,  
and even some  
great photos  
of Grandma’s   

dishes. 

Anyway,  
the blog  I enjoyed  

was a way for  connecting  
me to connect  with my blog  
the world with  commenters, and  
my community  Even  that gave me the  

through  though I’ve  courage to start  
food.   never lived on  doing videos on  

the reservation  other community-
myself, I was  related topics. 
honored to  

share traditional  
recipes from  

our Tribe.  

5 



 
 

 

Knowing  
that there’s  

a community out  
there who can  
encourage and  

support you helps  
so much when  

taking a big step  
in life.  

For this  
week’s episode,  
my friend, Wendy  

Ann Two Thunders  
will be joining  

me! 

Wendy  
has her own  

channel, mostly  
about fashion.  

Not my cup of tea.  
But this week 

we’re sidekicks. 

The main  
character grew
stronger from  
working with 
his sidekick.   

Kind of  
like that  

Indigenous  
comic book we  
talked about  
last week.  

 

Wendy and I  
actually share  
an experience –  
something we’ll  

discuss in detail after  
she gets here. We  

were both witnesses  
in a criminal case. 

Oh, 
there’s 

Wendy now! 
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What-WHAT! 

Hey,  
everybody -

it’s Wendy An
Two Thunders

Hey  
Wendy... 

... I  
thought we  

 were doing  
n  this together  
! in person! 

What’s  
with the  
video  
call? 

I’m almost  
ready to  

head over!  But I  
wanted  
to call  
in from  ...so  
my place  your  
first... audience  

knows what a  
REAL channel  
looks like.  

Wink. 

Ha ha.  
Very 

funny. 

...so  
we might as  

well introduce  
this week’s  

Well, we’re  topic while  
already live  you’re on the  
streaming... line. 

Good  
explanation,  

Maggie.  
We both had  
to testify in  
court, but my  

case was in tribal  
court. Maggie’s  
was in federal  

court. 

I can  
do that! 

Today we’re  
going to talk  
about being a  

victim or witness  
in a criminal  

case. 

A witness is  
someone who  
saw or heard a  
crime take place  

or who has other  
information about  

what happened.  

A victim is  
someone who  

was harmed by a  
crime. Wendy was  
a witness, and I  
was both a victim  
and a witness. 

That’s right.  
And we’re  

going to talk  
about some of  
the differences  

between the  
two. 

We also asked  
some friends  

from different  
communities around  
the U.S. to call in  
and share their  
experiences. 
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Of course,  
none of this would  
be possible without  
support. Like from  
our good friend  

Petey here! 

Hey 
everyone! 

This is your  
main man Petey,  
live from the  

kitchen, tech wizard  
extraordinaire and  

video support! 

Thanks,  
Petey!  

For anyone  
who isn’t able  

to watch us live,  
Petey’s recording  
and editing the  

video, so you can  
download it  

later. 

You’re  
the best,  
Petey! 
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Actually, we  
have one of our  
friends calling in  
right now. Wendy,  

are you ok to take  
the call from your  

place? 

This will  
really help  

people who don’t  
have a good wi-fi  
connection where  

they live. Some Native  
youth live in remote  
or rural communities  
where internet access  

isn’t that great. 

Sounds like  
a plan! Petey,  
go ahead and  

connect them… 

Sure, let’s  
get the ball  

rolling! And then  
I’ll head over  
to your place,  

Maggie. 

I’m on it! 

We know it’s not  
easy to share  

this kind of thing  
Hey Susie,  with such a wide 
thanks so  audience. 
much for  
calling in. SUSIE 

“Of course,  
I appreciate  

being invited to  
talk with you.” 

Why,  
thank  
you! 

And so  
“I’m actually  sorry about  
interested in  your situation,  
hearing your  Susie. If you’re  
story later,  comfortable,  
Wendy…what  can you tell  

happened to me  us about your  
took place in my  experience? 
community, too.  
Also, I’m a huge  

fan of your  
show!” 
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“Sure. Well, um,  
I won’t go into  
detail, but I was  
a victim-witness  

in a trial.” 

“I was nervous  
about having to go  
so far to testify,  

especially in front  
of strangers.” 

“But I’m in  
laska, and we  
don’t have a  
ribal court.” 

A

t

“the state court  
is really far away  
from our village.  

Everything is!” 

“Thankfully it didn’t  
end up being as  

scary as I thought  
it would be.” 

“So I wanted to  
share that with  
your viewers.” 

“But I did have to talk  
to so many different  

people! I wasn’t  
expecting that. It felt  
like they were all up  

in my business.” 

Like you, one  
time when I was  

on the reservation,  
something happened  

with people in my  
Tribe… 

I totally get  
it, Susie. That  

happened to me,  
too, and each  
time, I was like,  
another one?!  
Who are you?! 

…I won’t  
get into the  

specifics either,  
but I did end up  
having to go to  
tribal court to  
testify about  

what I saw and  
heard. 

What was it  
like having to  
go to tribal  

court? 

To be  
honest, it was  
pretty nerve-

wracking! I was  
glad I didn’t have  
to go somewhere  

completely  
unfamiliar... 

...but I felt  
uncomfortable  
going to tribal  
court because I  
had to talk about  
what happened with  
someone from my  

community.  

I was worried  
about what people  

would think. And like  
Susie, I had to meet  
so many different  

eople – police, lawyers,
court reporters, the  
judge…it was a lot! 

p  
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On the  
day I had to  

testify I didn’t  
know what to  

do or say. I felt  
kinda frozen.

 Talking with  
the prosecutor  

wasn’t a bad  
experience – but it  

still made me really  
anxious. Being asked  
questions by the lay  
advocate, who’s like a  
defense attorney, was  

even scarier. 
 But  

luckily the  
prosecutor  
prepared me  
for that and  
ven showed me  

the courtroom  
beforehand, 
which helped.  

e

Something  
my grandpa told  

me is that feeling  
anxious is ok, and  
the most important  

thing is to share one’s
truth. Remembering tha
and doing this meditatio

activity he taught me  
helped me to get  

through it. 

 
t 
n 

Thanks so  
much for  

sharing that,  
Wendy. It’s good  

to keep in mind that  
we are not alone  

in this. 

And thank  
you for  

sharing, too,  
Susie! I’m glad  
that the state  

court wasn’t as ba
as you thought it

would be. We  
are all  

thinking of  
you and wish  

you the best in  
your healing  

process.  

d 
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Relax 

MINDFULNESS  
MEDITATION  
There are moments in Wendy’s 
and Maggie’s stories — and there 
will be in your life — when you 
feel scared, anxious, angry or sad. 

This meditation exercise can 
help calm your thoughts, and 
can be done anywhere. 
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Have you ever seen the mist cover a 
feld early in the morning? When 
the sun rises and the light shines, 

the mist calmly disappears leaving 
a clear, calm natural scene. 

If your thoughts are swirling and 
you need to be calm, whether you 

are lying down, sitting or standing, 
close your eyes and imagine a feld. 
That feld is you, and your thoughts 

are the mist. 

Notice that the mist — as it does in 
nature — has its own sense of 

stillness. Now imagine the sun 
slowly rising in your mind, and the 
light from the morning sun begins 

to warm up the calm mist and 
allows it to evaporate. 

The mist disappears into the light 
and all you can see is your feld. 
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I brought  
snacks!  

Who wants  
buffalo  
chicken  
wraps? 

Aunt Cassie,  
we’re live  

streaming! Our  
audience might  

hear you! 

Ooh!  
Those look  
delicious! 

Is that  
Wendy Ann’s  
voice on the  
computer?  
I thought  
she would  
be here by  

now? 

It’ll be  
nice to see  
you, Wendy  
Ann. Thanks  
for helping  

Maggie with her  
segment. 

Of  
course. 

Not  
everyone  
can be an  
internet  

sensation  
like me! 

Hey Aunt  
Cassie!  

I’m on my  
way, I’ll  

be there  
soon! 

oh, of  
course! 

Well, see  
you soon!  

Maggie dear –  
those wraps are  
hot, don’t burn  

yourself. 

Let me  
know if you  

need anything  
else, Maggie. 

Oh,  
someone’s  

at the door… 

If that’s  
Petey, tell  
him he can  

just come in.  
No need to  

knock. 

Thanks,  
Aunt  

Cassie. 
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How did  
you get here  

so fast?  
I thought  

you were at  
home! 

Anyway, 
thanks for  

being here with  
me, but we have  

an important  
topic to get  
back to...  

Actually,  
I was walking 

here the whol
time while live

streaming.  

e 
 

selfie! 

Sigh.  
I said  

you can  
just come  

in, Pet-

Hey  
hey! 

What do you  
mean ‘fast?’  

I’m fashionably  
late, as  
always! 

Ha ha, of  
course you  

are. 

Well look  
who finally  
showed up. 

Look who’s  
talking. How  

long have you  
been here? 

Been  
here the  
whole  
time...  

...Who do  
you think  

helped make  
Aunt Cassie’s  
snacks? I’m  
not just a 

computer nerd,  
you know. 

...And our  
second caller  
is trying to get  
through. Petey,  

are you ready to  
restart the live  

stream?  
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Actually, I never  
stopped the live  

stream... 

Don’t  
worry, I’ll edit  
that part out  

when we upload  
the video for  

people who aren’t  
able to watch  

live today. 

Oh geez,  
so everyone’s  
going to hear  

about Aunt  
Cassie’s snacks  

and… 

Hmm.  
Maybe we can  

keep it in. It can  
be a preview for  
next week’s food  

blog!  

But  
let’s move  
on…Lee is  

waiting to talk  
with us. 

Hey  
there, Lee!  
Thanks for  
waiting while  
we work out  

the…technical  
difficulties. 

LEE 

“Ha ha. Don’t be  
embarrassed about  
Aunt Cassie – you’re  
lucky you have family  
to help out when you  

need it.” 

16 
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And thanks  
for saying that.  
It actually leads  

right into my  
story… 

…because  
of my  

situation, I  
had to go to  
ederal court  
as a victim-
witness. 

f

“It was scary, but  
like you said, I was  
lucky I had Aunt  

Cassie with me for  
support.” 

“Of course, she  
was nervous, too - 
she’d been to tribal  
court before, but  
some of our family  
had told her how  
different federal  

court is.” 

“It’s not anything like  
what we see on TV and  

in the movies.” 

“One thing I didn’t  
know is that some kids
don’t have to testify  
because their case  

either doesn’t go to  
trial, or the case can  
move forward without
them speaking in the  

courtroom.” 

 

 

“But Aunt Cassie and I  
were already told I’d  
have to testify in the  

courtroom, which was  
scary for me.” 

“So, they might speak  
to the prosecutor  

about what happened  
instead.” 

“Waiting for the  
trial took a really  
long time. It kept  

getting postponed!
The advocate told  
us that happens  

sometimes.” 

 

“When the big  
day finally  

arrived, waiting  
at court made  
me feel even  

more nervous.” 

I had  
someone  
called an  
advocate  
who really  
helped me.  

She  
reminded me  

that none of this  
was my fault, and  

that my job was to
tell the court wha
I remember about
what happened. 

 
t 
 

“But I was still really  
worried about seeing  

the defendant.” 

“Honestly, I had  
mixed emotions about  

saying anything... 
to ANYONE.” 

“No one wants  
to be seen as  

a snitch.” 

She also  
explained  
my rights  

as a victim-
witness. 

“I used an exercise  
the advocate taught  
me to try and relax.  

And looking at her or  
Aunt Cassie when I felt  
nervous also helped.” 

“Totally. So many people in  
our community have been  
through hard things, and  

even if someone hurt them,  
they might be pressured to  

keep it quiet.” 
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MUSCLE 
SQUEEZE 

Relax 

When people are stressed, their muscles 
can feel really tight! Maggie did this 4-step 
exercise to help relax her body. You can try 
this too when feeling anxious or worked up. 

1  Curl up and squeeze just your toes, and 
hold for two seconds. Then relax your     
toes and shake them out! 

2  Squeeze your entire foot (both feet!) for 
two seconds. Then relax your feet. 

3  Squeeze your legs for two seconds, and 
then relax and shake them out. 

4  Then for two seconds squeeze
your whole body - including 
your shoulders, arms, hands, 
stomach, legs, feet            
and toes! Then, release 
to relax. 

  

You can repeat all of the steps 
until you start to feel calm. 

Squeeze your legs for two seconds, and 
then relax and shake them out.

Then for two seconds squeeze  
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“But we are not  
responsible for other  
people’s actions, and if  

someone has hurt us, we
deserve the opportunity  

to say something.” 

 
“Anyway, I’m  

sorry you had  
to go through
that, Maggie.” 

 

Thanks  
Lee, I  

appreciate
that. 

 And you’re  
totally right.  

When I was in court  
I kept looking around  

at all the other  
people, thinking, ‘Am I  
really going to tell  
all these strangers  
what happened to  

me?’ 

‘What  
are they  

even going  
to think?’ 

Then  
my nerves  

really shot UP  
when I had 
to testify. 

...and it  
was not right.  

I somehow found  
the strength to  
talk about what  

happened... 

But I took  
a deep breath  
and reminded  

myself of exactly  
what you said, Lee.  
What happened was  

not my fault... 

...and I  
answered the  

questions from  
the prosecutor  

and defense  
attorney as best  

as I could. 

“... I was a victim-witness  
and thought the case would  

be at tribal court, but  
because of the type of crime  

and something to do with  
jurisdiction, it was in federal  

court, too.” 

“Like you, I was worried  
about testifying.” 

“But in the end, I didn’t have to
testify because the defendant

took a plea deal, which is wher
they admit to committing the  
crime and agree to certain  

consequences.” 

 
 
e 

“I was relieved but also  
disappointed that I didn’t get a  
chance to stand up for myself  

and my family in court.” 

After I finished  
testifying, I wasn’t  
really sure how I  

felt. But Aunt Cassie
took me to that big  
comic book store  
downtown to do  
something fun… 

 

...and to end  
the day on a  
more positive  

note. 

“I had an advocate though,  
who was really supportive,  
and they helped me to read  
my victim impact statement at  
the sentencing hearing. This  
gave me the chance to share  
how everything affected me  
and what I wanted to happen  

with the case.” 
“Thanks for  

sharing, Maggie!  
My situation was  

different...” 
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“It’s taken some time, but with the  
support of friends, family, and seeing  
a therapist that the advocate linked  

me with, I’ve started to move on from  
what happened.” 

Thanks  
so much for  

sharing, Lee. This  
is why we had you  
and Susie call in.  

Hopefully  
it will help  

others to know  
that while we may  
have different  
experiences  
and grow up  
in different  

communities... 

…we  
are all  

connected.  
We can find  

strength when  
we need it the  

most... 
...within  

ourselves  
and by  

reaching out  
for support  
from family,  

friends,  
community, and  
even people  

working in the  
system. 

“You all said it perfectly.  
And it reminds me of a  

traditional story that I can  
share with your audience,  

if you don’t mind?” 

“It’s a version of  
the Caddo people’s  

origin story.” 

“It really helped me  
when I was going  
through all this.” 

Of  
course,  
Lee, go  
ahead! 

The Caddos believe humans  
first lived below the  
surface of the Earth. 

In the darkness they worked together with the  
animals to make their own light and warmth. It  
was hard, and they knew they could not stay in  

the dark forever. 

One day their leader, named Neesh, discovered a tunnel  
leading up to the surface where there was a great light. It  
was going to be a tough journey, he told the people. Some  
were fearful. Others did not want to go,  even though it  

meant a better life.  

Neesh eased their fear by reminding  
them to always look forward - never  
look back - and they will make it to  

the surface.  
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So one-by-one they left the darkness and climbed up through 
the tunnel. Each member of the community holding the hand of 
those in front and behind them. Always looking ahead. People 

and animals together. 

At the surface, when everyone was 
out of the tunnel, Neesh asked the 
wolves to carry up their belongings 

from inside the tunnel. but one 
of the wolves looked back at the 

tunnel, into the darkness, and froze. 

the wolF was afraid 
to go back, and the 
tunnel closed. Their 

belongings were lost. 

The people were sad 
at first, having nothing 
to start with on the 

surface of the earth. 

Neesh then spoke to 
the people, “Look at 
who we are with, not 
what we have in our 
hands. We have our 

words and our truth.” 

“We are stronger now 
because of what we’ve been 
through. and We have each 
other. That is the only type 
of ‘belonging’ we need.” 
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If I were  
there, I would  

have punched that  
closed tunnel until  
it cracked open and  

I could get our  
stuff! 

Geez, 
petey! 

That’s  
not the point.  

It’s about facing  
difficulties head  
on and moving  
forward, not  

fighting. 

But like the  
Caddo wolves,  

we had to choose  
between looking back  
into the darkness, or  
looking ahead for  
light, strength and  

  healing. 

Fear and  
anger can  

sometimes make  
us freeze. Wendy
and I felt that  

way when we had  
to testify.  

I get it.  
Both of you  

had your fears,  
but you were  
still able to  
share your  

truth. 

We had  
help from  
others. 

and we  
weren’t  
alone. 

Even when  
we feel  

scared or  
alone. 

It’s a sign  
of strength  
to ask for  

help when you     
need it. 

All of us  
need help  

from others  
sometimes. 

exactly. 
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Especially 
given what 

some people in 
our communities 

have been 
through. 

Which is  
why I want  

to give a final  
big THANK YOU to
Susie and Lee  
for sharing  
their stories  

 

today. 

And 
sometimes 

it can be hard 
to trust people 
who work in the 
justice system, 

too. 

Like we said 
before, Native 
kids like us 

can have lots of 
different feelings 
and experiences 
when it comes to 
being a victim or 
witness in tribal, 
state or federal 

court. 

Sometimes we 
don’t get the 

outcome we were 
hoping for and 
that can make 
us feel even 

worse. 

For 
sure, Petey. 

There’s also 
the question 

of what ‘justice’ 
means to you. 

Legally, there are 
so many potential 

outcomes, and every 
situation is unique. 

But no matter 
how the case 

ends, how we feel 
and who we are is 
what’s important. 

absolutely! 

We can always 
heal and grow, 
and there are 

people around us 
that can help. 
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That was  
awesome,  
Maggie. I’m  
really glad  
we did this  
together! 

well Bye, 
everyone -

thanks for joining 
us on this episode 

of Mercury & 
Two Thunders -

- Hey! 
that’s NOT the 
name of my 

show! 

Thanks,  
Wendy, me too!  
I hope this has  
been helpful to  

our viewers. 

Thanks 
again to all 
the viewers. 
Keep watching 

and keep those 
comments 
coming in! 

But 
anyway, bad 

things happen 
sometimes and 
it’s easy to get 
overwhelmed, 

scared, or upset. 

But we 
don’t have to 
face things 

alone. 
I had 

Aunt Cassie 
and my advocate, 
who helped me 
get through it, 
and Wendy had 
help from the 
prosecutor and 
her grandpa. 

Until 
next time, 

this is Maggie 
Mercury -

- and 
Wendy Ann 

Two Thunders! 

Sigh. and 
Wendy Ann. 

BYE! 

Who can 
you ask 

for help? 
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In Maggie’s story, she testifed in federal 
court about what happened to her, in 
front of a judge and jury, and she was 

supported by a victim advocate 
throughout that process. Maggie also 

talked about some of the things that can 
happen with criminal cases, including 

postponements and different outcomes, 
as well as tips for preparing for court. 

Things like this happen to other young people 
and their families, but every situation is 

different. For example, some young people 
aren’t required to testify, and share what 
happened to them with the police or a 

prosecutor instead. Some young people, like 
Lee, don’t have to testify because the case is 

resolved before trial. And some young people 
go to tribal court, like Wendy, or state court, 

like Susie, instead of federal court. 

No matter what your situation, please 
remember that you are not alone, and you 

are not responsible for what has happened. 
Like Maggie and her friends, you can ask for 
help from the adults working with you and 
from your family, friends and community.  
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DID  
YOU 
KNOW?  

The medicine wheel has 
different forms, uses and 
infuences f rom tribe to tribe. 

The circular shape represents 
continuous connection to the stages 
of life and across seasons and 
elements of wellbeing. Different tribes 
use medicine wheels in different ways, 
with the common theme of 
connection and kinship. 
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You. Family. Friends. Community. 

CIRCLE OF
SUPPORT

The characters in this story had 
people in their lives who supported 

them. Their friends, family members, 
advocates, therapists and others 

helped them in different ways. 

These people can make up a circle of 
support for you. It can be helpful to 

remind yourself of the people in your 
life who you can ask for help           

when you need it. 

Who is in your circle of support? 

FAMILY 

FRIENDS 

COMMUNITY 

YOU 
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My Taking Care of Me 
CHECKLIST 
It’s good to check in with yourself and 
mentally scan how you’re feeling. When 
you’re feeling upset or overwhelmed, 
doing one or more of these activities 
can help you feel better. 

Read a book 
(like this one!) 

Chat with friends 
in person or online 

Help someone 
or do a chore 

Write or type Ask for a hug in a journal 

Think of a happy 
memory or a 
peaceful place 

Get a drink (water, 
tea or hot chocolate) 

Spend time outdoors 
or in nature 

Say a prayer or do a 
spiritual activity 

Ask for 
help 

Spend time outdoors 

Ask for 
help

What other activities make you feel good? Is there 
someone in your community you can ask about other 
kinds of traditional coping skills? 
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IT ’S OK
TO... 

AND REMEMBER 

the small victories

YOU

Take time 
for YOU 

SAY no

CELEBRATE 
the small victories 

Not have ALL 
the answers 

Do what is 
BEST for YOU 
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This book is just one in a series produced by the 
Center for Court Innovation. 

AIYANA’S JOURNEY 

EDGAR’S JOURNEY MARVELOUS MITCH 
Edgar is a school-age kid whose story is Mitch is a school-age kid who is a 
an example of a child welfare case. He witness in a criminal court case. She 
meets some new adults, goes to new meets with new adults who ask her 
places, learns about asking for help, questions, teach her how the legal 
and things he can do to feel better. system works, and help her feel better. 

BRANDON’S PATH 
Brandon is a teen whose story is an example of a child welfare case. His story 

follows a ‘choose your own adventure’ style where he meets new adults, 
learns to ask for help and things he can do to feel better. 

Aiyana is a little girl whose story is an 
example of a child welfare case. She 

meets some new grown-ups, goes to 
some new places and learns about 

things she can do to feel better. 

MARVIS & ROCKEE 
Marvis is a little boy who is a witness 

in a criminal court case. He meets 
with different grown-ups who ask him 
questions about what happened, and 

help him to do things to feel better. 

We recognize that Native children and families have diverse experiences with the child 
welfare and criminal legal systems, and some of these may not be positive. 

While we unfortunately cannot guarantee that you will have the same experience as the 
characters in this story, it can be helpful to remember that you always have the right to 

request what you need, and that there are people working to make these systems better, 
who will listen and take the time to understand your situation. 
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WRITTEN BY 

Michael Sheyahshe 
Tribal Community | Caddo Nation of Oklahoma 

About 
As an author and creator, Michael created 
the popular comic book character Dark Owl 
for INC, and he has authored work for What 
the Stars Must Think of Us; Illusions; Trauma 
Magazine; Native Peoples Magazine; New 
Plains Review; First American Art Magazine; 
written for MOONSHOT: The Indigenous 
Comics Collection Volumes 1-3 and co-edited 
Volume 3, and served as a cultural consultant 
for Darkhorse Comics. 

His book, Native Americans in Comic Books: 
A Critical Study, takes an in-depth look at 
the world of comic books through the eyes 
of a Native American reader and offers f rank 
commentary on the medium’s cultural 
representation of Indigenous people. 

ILLUSTRATED BY 

Kyle Charles 
Cree, Whitef ish Lake First Nation 

About 
Kyle has been a comic book illustrator 
for some of the largest publishers in the 
world including Image Comics, Heavy 
Metal, Aftershock and Marvel. His artwork 
can be seen on the popular titles Roche 
Limit; Her Infernal Descent; Warpath; ‘68: 
Hallowed Ground, and Marvel’s Voices. 

He is also an illustration teacher to local 
students, and has sat on the Board of 
Directors for a Charter High School for 
at-risk youth. 

The Center for Court Innovation s Child Witness Materials 
Project is a collaborative effort between the Center for 
Court Innovation and Alternate History Comics, Inc. and is 
supported by cooperative agreement #2018-V3-GX-K069, 
awarded by the U.S. Department of Justice, Offce of 
Justice Programs, Offce for Victims of Crime. The opinions, 
fndings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed 
in this document are those of the contributors and do not 
necessarily represent the offcial position or policies of the 
U.S. Department of Justice. 

The characters, names, events, and likenesses thereof are 
fctitious. Any relation to real events, people, or locations is 
unintentional and used in a fctitious manner. 

The Center for Court Innovation works to create a more 
effective and humane justice system by performing original 

research and helping launch reforms around the world. 
www.courtinnovation.org 

Alternate History Comics is a multiple award-winning 
publishing company that creates original 

graphic novels and cultural comic collections. 
http://ahcomics.com 

The Center for Court Innovation is grateful to 
the project partners and stakeholders; justice system 

practitioners; and young survivors from all over the country 
who contributed to the development of this product. 
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NCJ 305313 

The Office for Victims of Crime is committed to enhancing the Nation’s 
capacity to assist crime victims and to providing leadership in changing 
attitudes, policies, and practices to promote justice and healing for all 
victims of crime. 

www.ovc.ojp.gov 

The Office of Justice Programs is a federal agency that provides federal 
leadership, grants, training, technical assistance, and other resources 
to improve the Nation’s capacity to prevent and reduce crime, assist 
victims, and enhance the rule of law by strengthening the criminal and 
juvenile justice systems. Its six program offices—the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance, the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National Institute of 
Justice, the Office for Victims of Crime, the Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention, and the Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, 
Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering, and Tracking—support state and 
local crime-fighting efforts, fund thousands of victim service programs, 
help communities manage sex offenders, address the needs of youth in the 
system and children in danger, and provide vital research and data. 
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