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Child Victims and Witnesses Support Materials

Welcome!

Kristina Rose, OVC Director
Sasha Rutizer, OVC Chief of Staff
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Child Victims and Witnesses Support Materials
Presented by the Center for Court Innovation

Kathryn Ford, Director of Child Witness Initiatives
Shashika Peeligama, Senior Program Manager

This presentation was prepared by the Center for Court Innovation under
Grant # 2018-V3-GX-K069 awarded by the Office for Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.
The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this presentation are those of the contributors
and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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Origin of the Materials

* Child victims/witnesses must interact with adult-oriented
systems, which can cause re-traumatization and distress

* Need for trauma-informed and child-friendly support

* |Inspired by OVC’s ‘Vision 21’ Initiative and frequent
requests for ‘BJ Goes to Court’
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Need for Trafficking-Specific Materials

* Unique experiences of young trafficking survivors:
o Dynamics of exploitation + relationship with exploiters
o May interact with the justice system as a victim-defendant

 General child witness materials do not address the
needs of this population
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Development of the Materials

* Formation of Stakeholders Group
* National Needs Assessment

* Developing Content and Style

* Pilot Testing

* Expert Peer Review

* OVC & Federal Reviews
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Partners & Stakeholders

AEquitas

Saving Innocence
Rights4Girls

Freedom Network

New York Legal Aid Society
Collective Liberty

Multnomah County District
Attorney’s Office

International Rescue Committee,
Sacramento
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National Center for Youth Law

Los Angeles County, Office of the
Public Defender

Safe Horizon

Manhattan District Attorney’s Office

Life Span

Advocating Opportunity

Ascent Connection & Consulting Solutions
Kids in Need of Defense
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National Needs Assessment

* August—October 2019

* Reviewed existing publications + materials
* Facilitated 33 interviews and 3 focus groups
* Conducted online practitioner survey

 Compiled a report with findings and recommendations
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Content Development

e Partnered with design agencies—Center for Urban
Pedagogy (CUP) & Alternate History Comics (AH Comics)

* Convened discussions with stakeholders, partners, and
expert practitioners

e Survivor-led content creation and review of character
sketches and draft storylines
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Pilot Testing

* November 2020-January 2021
* 17 young survivors in one-on-one sessions
e 17 practitioners in focus groups

* Representation from California, New York, Utah,
Arkansas, Florida, Washington, D.C., and Texas
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Expert Peer Review

* November 2020-January 2021
e 17 expert practitioners completed online review

* Representation from all regions

* Over 82% said they would recommend these materials
to colleagues and peers
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Child Victims and Witnesses Support Materials

Presented by

Melanie Thompson, Lived Experience Expert




Today, Zoe's going to share some of what she’s been through with us.

Hey
everyone,
let's get
started.
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Your grandmother
didn’t pick up.

Do you have another family
- member we can call?
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YOU HAVING
ISSUES COMPLETING
YOUR HOMEWORK?

I CAN
ARRANGE
SOME EXTRA
HELF FOR YOLU,
\ IF YOU'D LIKE?
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I'm the defense attorney on your case.
That means I'll represent you in court.

Yeah, | know.

Anything you tell me one-
on-one is protected by
something called
“attorney-client privilege.”

Okay...what is that?

(
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I'M sO
CONFUSED!
AND 1 FEEL ALL

MAYBE 1 SHOULD 1T PROBABLY
TRY THAT ACTVITY COACH WON'T WORK
SHOWED US IN PRACTICE BUT I GUESS 1
THE OTHER DAY, TO HELFP COULD GIVE IT A

CLEAR MY MIND? TEY..
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Bl Does that really work? )
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" If you hold all your feelings inside, it can

feel really heavy and stressful. Writing

can help you let some of that out.

Okay. I'll try it.
Thanks, Patricia.
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| felt like that toowhen | first heard about But I try to
trafficking and was called a “victim.” | remember that |

was like, victim? How did | end up here? was going through
alotand | didn't

have anyone to look
out for me.
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Overview of the Materials

e 3 graphic novels: Zoe’s Story, Jamie’s Story, and
Sergio’s Story

* Coping activities

* Survivor guotes

* Rights, roles, resources booklet: What’s Going On?
* Practitioner and caregiver guides
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Feedback from a Young Survivor

“I was able to relate to all three stories surprisingly a lot.
Like whether it was now or back when | was younger. And
| wasn’t expecting that.”
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Graphic Novel: Zoe’s Story

* 14 year old female young person
* Experiences sex trafficking by her “boyfriend”

* Arrested and placed in a juvenile detention facility—
interacts with probation, lawyer, and social worker

* Attends support group and shares her experience

* 3 coping activities: Take a breather, Making some space,
Taking care of me checklist
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Zoe’s Story

Today, Zoe's gqoing to share some of what she's been through with us.

Hey
everyone,
let’s get
started.
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Zoe’s Story

Your grandmother

didn’t pick up.
Do you have another family
member we can call?

Well, we left hera
messaqge. We'll try
again tomorrow.

Itold you she s You. Il sleep here
: tonight.

wouldn’t!
And no!
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Zoe, based on the number
of prior arrests, your lack

of family support, and the
assault of a police officer, |
believe there's a risk that if
released, you might reoffend
or not come to court.

LATER, AT THE
ARRAIGNMENT...

Zoe’s Story

You will remain in
the court’s custody
until your next
hearing in 3 days.
Do you understand?

Yes, your honor.
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How does he want
you to look?

I mean, he always
wants to me to look
a certain way. So,
you know, | stole
some clothes.

Good. He says it
will make us more
money. | mean,

me, more money. .
* ¥ Do you feel like you

can say no to your
boyfriend?
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Zoe’s Story
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But what if | chose to
do those things?

Zoe, | know this is a lot
to hear. We can get you
support.

| wanted to talk to
you about this right
:plway because 1ft‘h1s , z .' i . »-
15 what's happening, 4 o ! . 4 :
| can talk tothe '
prosecutor about
other options.

You're 14 and the
law says that anyone
younger than 18
can’t choose to do
those things.

| And ifsomeone

~  asks youto,it’s
, llegal.

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS JUSTICE FOR ALL




PRESENT DAY,
BACK AT THE
SUPPORT GROUP

Zoe’s Story
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After alot of
talking, | said I'd go
to a group home.

| didn’t know what
else to do. | didn’t
want to go to
detention. | was so
mad. I'm still mad.

Time away

is nojoke. | qot
to go back home,
but if | were you,
I'd have done the
same thing.

Yeah, | wenttoa
group home.
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TAKE A BREATHER

It may seem obvious but taking deep breaths can help you feel
calmer. You can do this anywhere. Try itthe next time you feel
stressed or overwhelmed. If you like it, repeat this three times.

Coping Activities
Example

#‘!
Put your
hands on
your stomach

to feel your
breath.

Slowly take a big breath in, Then hold your breath Then, slowly count 1-2-3-4-5 as

counting 1-2-3 as you fill your while you count 1-2. you breathe out and you feel
stomach with air. your stomach empty out.
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Graphic Novel: Jamie’s Story

* 16 year old non-binary young person

* Living in group home and connected with therapist
* Peer recruited into sex trafficking

* |nteracts with police, prosecutor, victim advocate

* Victim-witness in criminal case

* 3 coping activities: Getting it out, Moving your body,
Taking care of me checklist
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How was your math test? | Okay, | guess? It's y | know it can be hard to share

hard to study with space with other people.
all the noise. 4 '

Jamie’s Story

Speaking of that...how are
things in the house?

The same, |
| know you were saying last guess. | talked
time that you haven't felt like with this girl,

you found your place yet. Gigi, last week.

She was cool.
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Relax! | was scared at first
but it’s not hard. | can
even introduce you to
some of the nicer ones.

ldon™ know... Please? It’ll really help me out.
Bobby needs me to do this. |
can’tlet him down.

Jamie’s Story

Remember when
ltold you about
this bruise?

Please?
Can you
help me?
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r

I'm not sure | wanna f QOkay, that might help.
do this. | wanna help No |l getit, it's not ? Thanks, Marcus.
» |

Gigi out but... just a little favor.
\ ‘ﬂ A

Al

We can look out
for each other at
the party and go
together, 1f you
want?

Jamie’s Story

Am | really doing this again?
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Look, we know what was going on—we

just need you to tell us. lunderstand it’s Ugh, he
hard to talk about stuff like this, but P —
we're trying to fiqure out what the understand

situation is with Bobby and Gigi. anything.

Jamie’s Story

| don’t have anything
else to say. Canlgo
now?
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He pointed to where everyone would be
and where I'd sit. He said | could look at
him or Joseph if| got nervous.

The week of testifying,
Kareem took me to see
the courthouse.

Jamie’s Story

Joseph will ask
you questions like,
“Can you tell me

how old you are?”

Bobby's lawyer will also
ask you questions. Once
they both finish asking
their questions, it’ll be
over.
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|

I've putalot of my
enerqy into this—

=)

Jamie’s Story

—being worried, mad, scared, sad
and it’ll take a long time before I'm
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Feedback from a Young Survivor

“I've always been the one growing up that's like, oh, deep
breathing doesn't help, therapy doesn’t help. So when

| finally did get into, like, the residentials and stuff and my
therapist, she taught me things like breathing, grounding,
and those are things that actually help. So it would've
been beneficial to learn it at a younger age.”
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Graphic Novel: Sergio’s Story

* 15/16 year old male

* Foreign national, experiences familial labor trafficking
* |Interacts with teachers and victim advocate

* Victim-witness in a potential criminal case

* 3 coping activities: Mindfulness meditation, Taking a
breather, Taking care of me checklist
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{  Hw, THATS THE v I WONDER
'V SECOND TME THiIS  HOW HE'S
{ weEK HES FALLEN DOING?

N\ SSLEEP IN CLASS.

Sergio’s Story

HEY SERSIOH
o YOU HAVE
A FEW MINLTES
1< TALK?

SHRE,
ME.
FiSHER.

o®e
JUSTICE FOR ALL
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Sergio’s Story

SERGIC!
HEY: WHERE
YOL BEEN,

N

& MINLITE!

7
\

ST
———

i"
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BRC, IT's BEEN

YEaH, INVE
BEEN BLISY.
WwHaT aRE wOLl
S LF TOF

YOURE alwavs
WORKING aT THaT
FRESTALRANT...

e YO
PrRACTICALLY

LVE THERE!

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS

f HaNGING oLt

Now IF yOL
WANNG COME?

THANKS,
BUT INVE SOT
PRACTICE Now

JUSTICE FOR ALL



COACH 15 ASKING
ME TOO MmaNy
QUESTIONS. IF I TELL
HIM WHATS SOING ON, I
MISHT GET IN TROLBLE,
OR WHAT IF SOMETHING

[ ’ HAPFENS T MY
erglio s Stor i
B - OR WHAT IF %
MY COLISING GET
TakEN away? 1
HEARD THOSE

THINGS HaPPEN...

e TN STISASs

e AN THEN IT WoOLLDP BE all my
FaULT. BUT ALINTIE anNl? LINCLE aARE PRETTY
SOOP TO THEM, IT'S JUST ME THAT THEY

TREAT PIFFERENTLY aNl I'm RER OF IT. 80
MaAYBE I sHOULE TELL COACH? BUT wHaT
CaN HE BVEN Po?
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Sergio’s Story

CAN I COME IN?

I'M SORRY ABOUT

BEFORE, 1 DIPNT -

MEAN TO YELL. I- N AN Ia THE
: ONE WHO'S

I kNOowW T
MGHT FEEL
THAT WaY, SERSIS,
BUT BELEVE ME,

THINGS CaN SET [

A Was SUST TRYING TO LINPERSTANE

YOUR SITLATION W
SOLINDS TOLIGH.
I WaNT TO smakie
SLIRE YOLVRE OK aND

NOT BEING TaKEN
AVENTAGE OF

YEAH, I KNOW.,
BUT THERE'S
MNOTHING wOL CaN
Fo. THERE'S NOTHING
ANYONE CaN PO,
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A SRANP JURY
£ A SROUF OF
FEOFLE FROM THE
COMMUNITY WHO PONT
KNOW Ol O yOUR
AUNTIE OR UNCLE.

Sergio’s Story

THEY LSTEN T
Akl THE BEVIPENCE
ANDP PECIPE
WHETHER »OLR o - 7V @
ALINTIE ANDP UNCLE Ty PROSECUTOR
SHOULD BE CHaRGERP S 15 A - / MIGHT agK Ol
WITH A CRIME. e e j DA T o TESTIFEY IN THE
> : [/ % Clfl GRAND JURY ABOUT
wHAT HAPFENED.

KNOw THaT
Wwas a LOT OF
INEORMATION
all aT ONCE.

AL WE GET
To BEACH STaSE,
Il EXPLaIN
THESE THINGS IN
MORE PETAIL.

AN I WANT yOll TO
REMEMBER THaAT EVEN
IF THE PROSECUTORS
PONT MOVE FORWARD WITH
THE CagE, IT POESNT MEaN IS
THAT THEY PONT BELIEVE .-
YO OF CaRE AaBOUT wHAT ke
HaAPFPENEDP To youUl.
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Sergio’s Story

BUT I

WANT TS MAKE
SURE »oU FLULLY
LNFERSTANE THE

Laws aNlZ yOLIR
RCHTS HERE, SO
THaT THINGS aRE
SAFE WHEN yOLIRE

WORKING.

ORaY,
THANKS,
MS, Mava, 1
APPREQIATE
THAT.

I PROUE
OF ¥ SERGIS,

FOR BEING S0
LTRONG aNP RESILIENT. L
I KNoW THINGS HaviENT

FEEN Eacy aNP TS

HaRP TO KNOW wWHO

To TRUST aNl? wHaT
T PO,

BT
PLEasE TRY TO

REMEMBER THaT No
METTER WiHAT HAPFIEENS

WITH YOUR Casi, »oU
ARE NOT aloNE. WE aRE

Al HERE TO sUFFORT
¥ IN WHAETEVER wavs

WE CaN, aNF yOL wall
SET THRCOUSH THI<. ! ﬁ
\li
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Advocate for yourself because your voice is
powerful, If you ever feel uncomfortable,
express that discomfort. Don't just keep it

Su rvivor QU ote in because you feel like these officials are

telling you what you have to do.

| was uncomfortable a |ot of times, but |
never said anything because | thought,
“This person works with the government
and the government is right,” instead of
saying, “Can | take a break?” or “This is
making me sad,” or “I'm scared.” Advocate
for yourself and ask any question you have.

- Melanie T., Lived Experience Expert
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Feedback from a Young Survivor

“I liked them [the quotes]. ‘Cause you know reading a
story is one thing, but you can't just say that the story's
real. But to have a quote from somebody saying that hey,

it's gonna be okay, pretty much, and that I've been where
you're at, that feels good. That is reassurance.”

@ @
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What's Going On? Booklet

* Trafficking definitions
e Different court systems
* Victim-witness and defendant rights

* Roles of justice system practitioners
* Resources and support
e Additional information for foreign national minors
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Feedback from a Young Survivor

“At the end of the books putting in, like, hotlines or
resources to call when you're in trouble. | think that
would be a good thing to put in your book.”

@ E}:}
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What’s Going On?
Booklet

What supports
are avatlable?

The people and places that can
support you along the way

* 9
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If you're a victim of a crime, you
have the right to:

...be treated with fairness, dignity and respect.

This means that all your rights should be considered when going
through the legal system, and you should be treated fairly and
respectfully by all pecple working in the system. This includes not
being discriminated against because of what happened to vou,
or for anything else such as your race, refigion, gender identity, or
sexval orientaticn.

W h at IS G O i n g 0 n ? _..feel safe and be protected from harm.

Mobody has the rfight to scare you into saying (or not saying)
somethingin court, or to convince you not to call the police or

go to court. It'sagainstthe law and there are consequences if
OO et someone does that.

If this happens, or if anyone tries to talk to you about your case
cutside of courtin a way that makes vou feel uncoemfortable, tell
vour advocate or another adult working on your case right away.

For moreinformation on specific protections that you might be
able to askfor, see page 0.

...have yourvoice, needs and wishes heard by the system.

Thisincludes talking with a police officer, prosecutor, advocate
or therapist as much as you want about what happened, how you
feel, and what you would like to happen with the case.

This can alse include making a victim impact statement. Thisis a
written or verbal statement about how the crime has affected your
menrtal health, physical health, and financial situation, and what
consequences you would like to see for the defendant. A victim

impact statementis made during the defendant's sentencing
hearing.
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What’s Going On?
Booklet

JURY

Thejuryis made up of members of the community who listen to all
of the information presented in court and decide if there is encugh
proof that a defendant committed the crimes they're charged with
(“guilty™) or not (“not guilty ™). If vou testify in court, they will listen to
what you say to help them decide.

It's important to remember that if the jury decides the defendant
is ‘not quilty, it doesnt mean that they didn't believe you. It means
that they didn't think there was encugh evidence to prove that the
person is quilty. Your testimony is just one piece of a big,
complicated puzzle.

"‘ OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME
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If you have casesin both the juvenile and child welfare courts, you're
in a special category sometimes called cross-over or dual-status
youth. This maans you have cases in both courts. Some states have
special rules and services for cross-over youth.

One of these rulesis called one court, one judge. Instead of having

’ [ ) two lawyers and two judges, you have one judge and one lawyer
Wh at S G o I n O n ? that work on your cases, which makes the court process simpler and
o can feel less frustrating. MNot all states have this option, but you can
talk to your lawyer to see if this applies to you.

B o 0 k I et For more information on the child welfare system check cutthese

materials. And, for more information onthe criminal legal system
check out these materials.
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Thank you!

Contact us at:

Kathryn Ford (Director of Child Witness Initiatives)
fordk@courtinnovation.org

Shashika Peeligama (Senior Program Manager)
peeligamas@courtinnovation.org

Visit us at:
www.courtinnovation.org

@-‘- E}:}
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Child Victims and Witnesses Support Materials
Presented by

Melissa Milam, Victim Services Program Manager,
DOJ Civil Rights Division Criminal Section’s
Human Trafficking Prosecution Unit (HTPU)




YOU'RE ALwars
WORKING AT THAT
RESTALIRANT...

- TOU
FPRACTICALLY
LIVE THERE!
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Not exactly. The judge could
decide to keep you in detention
for a few reasons—you've been
: arrested a few times, and the

| prosecutor wants to charge you
with shoplifting and assault on a
police officer.

A few days? Don't we just
have to go to court today
and then | get out?

W
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Marning, Zoe. My name
is Luis. How are you?

v Vv

This helps the court learn
more about you so they

can figure out what should
happen next with your case.

Well, I'm an intake probation
officer. I'll be writing a report
about what happened. The
report will also include
infermation about your family,
where you live, and how you're
doing at school.

| know how this goes. .
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.50 why are you here?

Well, my job is to
understand what's
going on, who takes
care of you, and if
they need help taking
care of you.

1= thix lils i If | think you might hurt
yvourself or someone else,

is with my
| have to tell someone.

lawyer? Are
you allowed
to tell people

what Isay? And if | think something is

helpful for your case or is
happening to yvou, | might
have to share it. But I'll talk
with you about it first. Does
that make sense?
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You
MENTIONED
THAT yOou 'KIND
OF' GET PAIP FOR
ALL THE WORK
you Po...

<O YOoUu
OWE YOLIK
ALINTIE aNpP
LUNCLE? FOR
wHAaT?

HELPED ME TO
COME OVER HERE,
AND THEY LET ME
sTay witTH THEM ANDP
THEIR FAaMmILY...

"' OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS

GET FAIl; BUT
THE MONEY GOES

AND LINCLE 'CALISE fF—n
I G‘.‘H’E THEM...

.--MY Pay GETS
TAKEH OFF FROM

THAT I OWE THEM.
I THINK.

--- AND EAaT
THEIR FOOL.
SO I OWE
THEM FOR ALL
OF THAT.

JUSTICE FOR ALL



Speaking of that...how are
things in the house?

The same, |
| know you were saying last guess. | talked
time that you haven't felt like with this girl,
you found your place yet.

Gigi, last week.
She was cool.

"‘ OFFICE FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS JUSTICE FOR ALL




The week of testifying,
Kareem took me to see
the courthouse.
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If anyone says anything you don't
understand, just let me know, okay?
There's a lot of legal words people use

and | can explain them.
Yeah, writing is really

helping me.

It you feel overwhelmed That"
at's great.
thinking about all of this, you =

can talk to your therapist, or
me, or any adult you trust. |
remember you said you've
found other ways to work
through your thoughts, right?

o®e
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MANY MONTHS I~ |
e ' OH, THAT'S

: - GREAT! I KNOW
YOUR CASEWORKER
was TRYING TO HELP
Yo GET IN CONTACT

WITH THEM FOR

A WHILE.

HAVE YOU BEEN,
SERGIO? YOU
LOOK WELL.

I'Mm OK. I
FINALLY GOT
TO TalK TO MY
FAMILY BACK
HOME, WHICH
was NICE. THEY'KE OK.
THEY'RE KEALLY
SADP AND ANGRY
ABOLT wHAT
HAPFENED TO
ME...
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| didn™t realize how
weird it would feel to
have this all be over.
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Download, Read, Share

* Free download from OVC’s website: https://ovc.ojp.gov/

* Coming Soon:

— Translations: Spanish, Mandarin Chinese, French (African locale),
Portuguese (Brazilian), Vietnamese

— Audiobook Recordings

-l-"‘-
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https://ovc.ojp.gov/child-victims-and-witnesses-support
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Questions?
Enter in the Q&A section, selecting All Panelists

Thank you!
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